
View from the House  
 
 
 
On July 5 1948 the NHS was founded by a Labour Government that recognised the need for 
a health service in Britain that was free to everyone irrespective of the ability to pay. It was a 
bold vision but had its critics at the time.  
 
 It was the persistence of the Labour government and its health Minister Aneurin Bevan that 
ensured its birth.  And it was launched just after the 2nd World War at a time of “austerity”. 
 
We are all quite rightly proud of this unique service. There is no other like it. But the debate 
and discussion around the NHS must also include a discussion of how it can be improved. 
Let us not forget that many people have had to raise concerns about the care they receive. 
For some they raise this to the point of losing their jobs for being whistleblowers.  
 
The NHS should protect them and I hope there will be changes following the many inquiries. 
A reorganisation such as that enacted by the Health and Social Care Act has not helped in 
identifying efficiencies or shortcomings. The Secretary of State said he had “seen” a figure of 
£1.5 billion but others have put this figure at nearly £3billion. Moreover in evidence to the 
Health Select Committee the Chief Executive of NHS England said a review into the Act will 
cost £3million.  
 
With staff having to put up with a pay freeze, 4000 fewer nurses and a serious lack of A & E 
doctors, I would have preferred to see the money used for that rather than reviews or 
reorganisation.  
 
Buses seem to be causing disruption in different areas of Walsall South. At Stanhope Way in 
Pheasey, at a new bus terminus point waiting buses are blocking residents’ driveways and 
obstructing passing traffic. At Stafford Road in Darlaston, four bus routes use the road.  
 
I raised the matter at Transport Questions and asked the Minister what plans the 
Government has to improve the regulation and coordination of bus services outside London. 
I was disappointed with the Minister’s response. The services are uncoordinated leaving 
residents frustrated. Unfortunately because bus services outside London are deregulated, it 
is difficult to remedy this situation unless the Government comes up with plans to coordinate 
the services. 
 
Finally, last year 350,000 people, including 127,000 children relied on food handouts from 
the Trussell Trust.  The numbers of people using food banks is rising. This is not acceptable.   
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