
View from the House  

 

The most far reaching report into an NHS hospital, the Francis Report into The Mid Staffordshire 

NHS Foundation Trust Public Inquiry was laid before Parliament on the 6 February 2013. This was 

the second report into events at Stafford Hospital where over 400 people needlessly died between 

2005 and 2009.  

 

The inquiry which was conducted by Robert Francis QC found that there was an “insidious 

negative culture” in the hospital that led to a “tolerance of poor standards and a disengagement 

from managerial and leadership responsibilities”. He found the hospital focused too much on 

reaching national targets and achieving financial balance to the cost of patient care. Francis called 

for openness, transparency and candour within the NHS.  

 

In a report of 290 recommendations, Mr Francis said that concerns should be raised and discussed 

freely without fear. Performance data and hospitals information should be freely available to staff, 

patients and the public.  The culture of the NHS needs to change around the principle of putting the 

patient first. Most importantly no one appeared to listen to the voices of those who raised serious 

concerns about the care in the hospital.  

 

Whilst lessons can be learned across the NHS it is important to remember that this report related 

to incidents at Stafford Hospital. There is much to value in the NHS. 

 

Many of you wrote to me about the vote on Equal Marriage. In the end the vote in the House of 

Commons was overwhelmingly in support of the Bill.  I have posted a Statement on my website 

which sets out the reasons why I consider this issue is an important one in creating a more equal 

society. It is a personal issue. Marriage is a valued institution and we should welcome anyone who 

wants to be part of it.  

 
I have sent all schools in Walsall South details of two Parliamentary competitions.  Make IT Happy 
2013 an IT competition and the 2013 Speaker’s School Council Awards. 
 
The MakeIT Happy competition has been designed to help children use the internet safely and 
creatively. The Speaker’s School Council Awards are open to every Infant, Junior, Secondary 
school and College in the country and aims to reward the best School Council projects in each of 
the four age groups. The Judges are looking for projects that demonstrate the School Councils’ 
efforts to bring about positive change.  I hope everyone encourages a school they are connected 
with to get involved. 
 
 
Valerie Vaz MP 
 
9 February 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


