
View from the House. 
 

Many people have contacted me about the bedroom tax. There are confusing messages 
from the Government who on the one hand say it relates to under occupancy of properties 
but on the other hand say it is to reduce the benefits bill. This has not been thought through 
as pensioners are exempt even though they are the most likely to live in under occupied 
properties.  
 
Those affected include foster carers and parents who do not live with their children every 
day but need the extra room to support family life.  Foster carers will lose 14% of their 
housing benefit if they are fostering one child who has their own room, and 24% if they are 
fostering two or more children with their own room. Fostered children do not count as part of 
a household for benefit purposes. 
 
 Fostering Network are carrying out a short survey on this issue. Do let any foster carer you 
know complete the survey. The information provided will be kept completely confidential and 
can be found here: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RW38YYK . The Government have said 
there is a £5 million Discretionary Housing Fund.  In my view, the principle of this tax is 
wrong. 
 
My  Freedom of Information  request to Walsall MBC showed  that more than 26,000 
recycling bins were left uncollected in the Borough over a 6 week period as part of Walsall’s 
‘Zero Tolerance’ recycling policy.  Rubbish has been piling up in our streets. This policy has 
cost approximately £13,000 of public money when Council Tax payers are facing increases 
in the cost of living.  
 
 Walsall’s recycling rate has fallen by only 2% and, at 46%, nearly half of the Borough’s 
domestic waste is recycled. The main issue is contamination.  So residents are willing to 
recycle, but may be uncertain as to what can be placed in each bin. A better use of the 
£13,000 would have been to actively engage with residents at addresses where non-
recyclable waste has regularly been placed in recycling bins. 
 
And finally, the vote on the proposed changes on the boundaries of Parliamentary 
constituencies by the Government has been lost.  In Walsall, communities that had 
traditionally been part of the same constituency would have been divided.  Constituencies 
would have crossed over into other local authority areas. The next General Election will be 
contested on the existing boundaries rather than on rushed legislation based on the number 
in a constituency before the Census figures were available. 
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