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Automatic Voter Registration Drop in

DEMOCRACY

- Unlock Democracy and director Tom Brake
(left) held a drop in to draw attention to
people who are not on the electoral
register. The Electoral Commission estimate
that over six million eligible citizens are not
,/| on the register and the data shows large

. inequalities between separate groups. I
| signed a letter urging the Prime Minister to
! include a commitment to automatic voter
/ enrolment in the forthcoming Elections Bill.®

Armed Forces Commissioner Bill

The Commons considered the Lords amendments
on 3 June 2025. The Government is strengthening
support for Armed Forces communities by

® establishing an independent Armed Forces
Commissioner to improve service life, retaining
personnel. The Commissioner will consider,
investigate and make recommendations on welfare
issues faced by serving personnel & their families
during their service life. The Lords considered the
Commons amendments on 11 June 2025.Q

Busil Jones Primary School Fayre

I was delighted to attend the Busil Jones
Primary Summer Fair on 21 June 2025 in

. Bloxwich and gave a gift of House of
Commons Mints to the Head for the staff.

I am pictured with the Head Nicola Baylis and
met the staff helping at the Fair. The school
have a new Library, and I was pleased to
present books and the Bag to pupils, kindly
donated by the Reading Agency.®

Air India Flight AI171

I send my condolences to the families and friends of those killed in this tragic
accident. India and the UK are connected. May they rest in peace.



Classical Music APPG: Meeting on Music Education

- '§ MR The APPG of which I am co-chair met on 2

July 2025 to hear a presentation by Dr Adam
Whittaker Ass Prof of Music, Head of
Pedagogy at Royal Birmingham Conservatoire
and Dr Anthony Anderson Ass Prof in Music
Education at Birmingham City University, “A
Vision for the National Centre for Arts and
Music Education”, offering proposals for cost-
effective and solutions that could be enacted
by the new National Centre.®

APPG Gardening and Horticultural meeting with Minister Creagh

As Co-Chair of the APPG we welcomed the
Minister on 7 July to a meeting attended by
the Environmental and Horticultural Industry,
Peers and MPs who raised Environmental and
Horticulture’s contribution to the UK’'s GDP
assessed as having the potential to grow by
45% over the 202s to £51.2 billion (2023
prices). The Minister answered questions
including how the new housing target of 1.5
million homes is balanced with delivery of

. minimum sized high quality gardens and
balconies and community green spaces.®

Welfare Bill

This Bill was amended when it came before the
House on 30 June 2025. I was unable to attend
Parliament owing to other business. The Bill as
amended passed all stages in the Commons
and will now be debated in the Lords.®

Planning and Infrastructure Bill: Report Stage and Third Reading

= On 9 and 10 June 2025, the House of
Commons debated the next stages after the

= Bill Committee concluded its deliberations on
22 May 2025. There were 8 votes over the two
§ days, with all amendments to the Bill rejected,
the Bill was read a third time, and passed:

= Ayes 306, Noes 174.Q




APPGHG visit to Provender Nurseries Swanley

- The APPG visit on 9 July showed us the
challenges facing a company described as the
v “building merchants for plants”. They won an
S oward for the widest range of landscape trade
(¥ and bio diversity from horticulture to industry,
4 turnover has grown £2.5m to £7million. A
warehouse was built to accommodate the
lorries from the EU after border control checks
but with the new Sanitary & Phytosanitary
(SPS) Agreement is not clear if this is
required. Water supply is also challenge.®

The House of Commons met to debate the next
# stages of the Bill on 13 and 20 June 2025. The
amendments that I tabled were grouped in Group
f = 2 to be debated but I did not push them to a vote.
§7 N | The question was put that the Bill be read a third
\ "’“4\ time and passed by 23 votes with the result: Ayes

e 314, Noes 291. The Bill will now progress to the
y House of Lords for further debate and scrutiny.

I voted against this badly drafted Bill.@

" On Saturday 12 July 2025 I opened the new

Khalsa Panth Academy in Cramp Hill
Darlaston, a Centre which provides young

I people with a space for music, sports and

/{ recording in a relaxed friendly environment.

This is vital as there are no facilities where

present were Dep Lieutenant Ricky Bhatia,
Harmohinder Singh Bhatia, and Clir Bhambra
from Sandwell. The Academy was supported
by donations from the community.®

Data (Use and Access) Bill: Final Stages
s On 3 June a motion to disagree with the Lords
passed: Ayes 317 Noes 185. The amendment
concerned the use of Al & access of copyrighted
material by tech companies, requiring the Gov.
to create regulations on these companies. It was
§ disagreed as it would involve charges on public
funds. On 10 June the Commons agreed a new
clause requiring the Sec of State to provide
| progress statements on economic impact
N assessments and report on use of copyright
works in development of Al systems within 6
months. It became an Act on 19 June 2025.Q




Bloxwich Hospital
A number of constituents have written to me about the use or “re-use” of

Bloxwich Hospital. I wrote to the Council and the Black Country Healthcare NHS
Foundation Trust who made this statement:

“We are aware of recent speculation regarding the future use of one of our NHS
buildings, Bloxwich Hospital in Walsall. We would like to clarify the current
position and reassure our community.

The building is still owned by the Trust and is currently being prepared for sale
through a careful decommissioning process.

This sale is part of the agreement that allowed us to secure funding for the new
Older Peoples’ Inpatient Unit at Dorothy Pattison Hospital. As part of the
process, we followed national rules and listed the property on the government’s
national system for eight weeks, giving other public sector organisations the
chance to express interest. No bids were received during that time.

We are committed to ensuring that any future use of the site aligns with the
needs of our community.

We will continue to keep you informed as the process progresses.” @

Chairing Three Westminster Hall Debates

I chaired the debate in Westminster Hall on Thursday
17 July 2025 on Music Education and on Tuesday 22
July the last day before the House rose, I chaired
both debates, one that the House has considered
Black Country Day and the future of gene editing.

. There was a connection with the Black Country as
Shireland CBSO Academy in Sandwell, neighbouring
Walsall and Bloxwich is leading the way in music
education with its collaboration with the City of
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra. @

Information On E-Bikes for Disabled Users

A constituent contacted me on the use of E-bike. While the government offers
advice on electric bike rules: https://www.gov.uk/electric-bike-rules. The rules
are silent on the use of twist-and-go throttles for people with disabilities. The
Minister Simon Lightwood MP provided a helpful response:

The EAPC regulations do not specify any requirements related to throttles, but
type approval requirements need to be considered. Throttles that can propel an
EAPC from 3.7 mph to 15.5 mph are allowed on EAPCs (also known as ‘Twist and
Go’ EAPCs) the vehicle then requires approval either to assimilated EU regulation
168/2013 or the domestic Motorcycle Single Vehicle Approval (MSVA) scheme.

If your e-bike meets the EAPC regulations but is fitted with a throttle, you will be
able to submit it for MSVA with the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA)
as a 250W Low Powered Moped (250W LPM). The Specialist Vehicle Testing and
Approval team will offer support with the application: svta@dvsa.gov.uk If
approval is gained, your e-bike can be used in the same way as a pedal cycle
except for age restrictions. The rider needs to be 14 years of age or older to ride
it on roads and cycleways, and it does not require registration, compulsory
insurance, vehicle excise duty, or annual roadworthiness testing. The rider is not
subject to driver licensing and helmet wearing requirements. I hope this
information is helpful do pass it on to anyone you know.Q®
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