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from Rt Hon Valerie Vaz MP

December 2025

Birchills Leamore - Blakenall - Bloxwich East - Bloxwich West
Paddock (Part of Ward) - Palfrey - Pleck - St. Matthew's

I would like to wish you a peaceful
Christmas and a successful New Year

Opening of Coco Dessert Factory

I was delighted to be asked to officially open Coco
Dessert Factory here in Walsall, to cut the ribbon at
their opening on 29 November 2025 and to sample
their waffles. The shop is run and is based at 133
Lichfield Street. Coco’s Dessert Factory also have
locations in Wolverhampton and Tipton. I wish
them every success for the future.@

Budget 2025 Resolutions

The Chancellor of the Exchequer delivered the
Budget on 26 November 2025. The Government
aims to cut the cost of living by tackling inflation,
lowering energy bills, and a one-year freeze on
regulated train fares and prescriptions charges;
shorten NHS waiting list and implement 250 new
Neighbourhood Health Centres. The House
debated the budget resolutions and voted on the
Finance (No.2) Bill on 16 December.®

On 18 December 2025 I presented a public
petition, requesting the House of Commons to
urge the Government to acknowledge the
contentiousness of Walsall College’s proposed
transaction to relocate the Leather Museum and
asks the Council and the College to halt the plans
and look at alternative sites, and a full public
consultation. I have written to the Minister.®




UK Parliament Week Awards 2025

| I am delighted to have been given two awards for
UK Parliament Week, one as the West Midlands
Regional Winner, and the other as a Constituency
Winner. Walsall and Bloxwich were recognized as
holding 69 Parliament focused activities. Walsall
and Bloxwich held the top spot in the West
Midlands Region and came second in the UK.®

I was delighted to attend the reception on 2
December. The Mercian Regiment is an infantry
regiment of the British Army, recruited from the
five countries that formed the ancient kingdom
of Mercia. The Regiment also known as The
Heart of England’s Infantry and has been
deployed on many operational tours since its
formation, making it one of the most
operationally experienced regiments in the
British Army.®

The Pensions Bill returned to the Commons for
the Third Reading on 3 December 2025. The Bill
aims to strengthen pension investment by
increasing the amount available to private-
sector pension schemes and will enable reforms
to investment management in the Local
Government Pension Scheme in England and
Wales. The Bill was read a third time and
passed. The Lords will now debate it. ®

APPG Writers Group Launch Report on Al

The APPG Writers Group chaired by Chris Evans
MP held an event 2 December 2025 to launch
their report, “The Impact of Generative Al on
the Novel” by Dr Clementine Collett, BRAID UK
Research Fellow, University of Cambridge. I
attended as Chair of the APPG on Publishing
and the other speaker was Lord Tim Clement -
Jones who is also a member of the APPG on
Publishing. The full report can be accessed

at mctd.ac.uk. @



http://mctd.ac.uk/

Amnesty International Human Ri

Royal Mail Christmas Reception
i At the Drop-In of the Reception '‘Send a little love

this Christmas,’ I met Richard Kesterton from
Shrewsbury. Richard is the “Postie of the Year.” 1
sent a card and for every letter that is sent, Royal
Mail will send £10 to the British Heart Foundation
who are their charity partner. They are using this
campaign to raise £3million to fund defibrillators
for communities across the UK. I was pleased to
post my postcard in the temporary post-box.®

hts Day Parliamentary Reception
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On 10 December Amnesty held a reception to
celebrate Human Right’s Day. Fabian Hamilton MP,

| Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on

Human Rights opened the event and introduced

f other speakers including Baroness Helena Kennedy,

Amnesty Internatlona
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member of the Joint Committee on Human Rights
and Monica Harding MP, (Lib Dem) who is a
member of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on
Human Rights. It is vital to support all.®

Delegated Legislation on Draft Building Safety Requlator Requlations

I chaired the Fifth Delegated Legislation Committee
on 10 December 2025 which considered the Draft
Building Safety Regulator (Establishment of New
Body and Transfer of Functions etc.) Regulations
2026. The Building Safety Regulator establishes a
new body separate from the Health and Safety
Executive. Since the new leadership took over at
the BSR, progress has been significant.@

Food and Drink Wholesale UK (FWD) Drive-Through
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The FWD held a Christmas “drive-through” in
Parliament to discuss supporting a fairer business
rates system to protect UK'’s food supply chain. In
2023/2024 the wholesale sector directly contributed
£3.5 billion to national output in gross value added.
In the same year, the wholesale sector employed
77,000 people across the country. The FWD
distributors generating £33.6 billion in turnover,
almost 1.5 million jobs and a £57 billion annual
contribution to the UK economy.@®



Fairtrade Foundation Reception in Parliament

Fairtrade APPG held a Festive reception on 10
December an evening of celebration and
connection by bringing together supportive MPs
and leading Fairtrade advocates to reflect on this
year’s achievements and explore how government
can champion responsible business practises,
uphold human rights, and strengthen
environmental standards across global supply
chains. The reception was a chance to celebrate
progress and shape the future of ethical trade.®

Employment Rights Bill: Consideration of Lords Message

As I chaired the Bill Committee, I was unable to vote on any divisions after
Second Reading. The Employment Rights Bill amendments returned to the
Commons on 8 December 2025. Both Houses have agreed on the text of the
billand will pass the final stage, Royal Assent. It will become an Act of Parliament
on 18 December 2025.Q

Lush Drop- In Event in Parliament

On 10 December I attended the Lush Drop-In event
in the Churchill Room and sighed the Lush Pledge.
Lush work with many organisations who responded
to the “replacing animals in science strategy.” Lush
and other organisations have asked the
Government to consider: to focus on transparency
and reporting, enshrining commitments in the
strategy in law, make a long-term commitment to
providing resources include NGOs in stakeholder
engagement, change the focus of funding and
address phase outs in medical basic research.®

World Aids Day

World AIDS Day on 1 December 2025 is a global
commitment to reflect on progress, challenges,
and commitments in the fight against HIV/AIDS.
Key messages for World AIDS Day 2025 are a call
for global renewal to funding commitments, scale
up prevention innovations and address structural
barriers to care.®

Ellele] on HIV & AIDS

PARLIAMENTARIANS WHQ
CARE ABOUT HIV

TRANSMISSIONS!



Visit to Schools for UK Parliament Week
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I was delighted to visit Chuckery Primary and
Blue Coat Primary School for Parliament week. I
was able to answer questions about my work in
Parliament and the constituency. I explained the
work of Parliament in supporting legislation
through the stages of a Bill and constituency
work on campaigns and casework. I hope more
schools will take part in learning about our
democracy. I took the trophies to the schools.®

Second Reading of Finance Bill and National Insurance Bill

The House met on Wednesday 17 December
2025 to debate the National Insurance Bill at
second reading. The focus was on amending the
Social Security Contributions and Benefits Act
1992. MPs considered the Finance Bill at Second
Reading on Tuesday 16 December 2025. The
decided clauses are now committed to the
Committee of the whole House which will be
held on Monday 12 and Tuesday 13 January
2026.@

St Matthew'’s Civic Carol Service with Thanksgiving and Dedication
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A CIVIC CAROL SERVICE
witl
THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION

THE WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR OF WALSALL
C: illor Louise Harrison

Sunday 14" December 2025 at 10.45am
Service leader: Rev Preb Jim Trood
% Preacher. Rev David Candlin

The annual Civic Carol Service at St Matthews
Church on Sunday 14 December 2025 with
Thanksgiving and Dedication. I read the
Dedication. See my website for the words. The
service was led by Reverend Preb Jim Trood
and The Reverend David Candlin from
Bloxwich gave the Sermon. The event known
as Bun and Shilling were presented by the
Mayor ClIr Louise Harrison an event that goes
back to the started in 1553.Q
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