eNEWS

from Rt Hon Valerie Vaz MP
January 2026

Birchills Leamore - Blakenall - Bloxwich East - Bloxwich West
Paddock (Part of Ward) - Palfrey - Pleck - St. Matthew's

Westminster Hall Debate on BBC

During the debate on the BBC, I made the following
intervention: "I respect the right hon. Gentleman’s
views, as he is a former Chair of the Culture, Media
and Sport Committee, but does he agree that 47p a
day is value for money for nine television stations, 17
radio stations, iPlayer, BBC Sounds and the BBC World
Service? Does he think that represents good value for
money? 47p a day.” ®

After MPs considered the Bill at Second Reading on
B Tuesday 16 December 2025, it was agreed that a

& number of clauses would be committed to a
Committee of the whole House on Monday 12 and
Tuesday 13 January 2026. Proceedings in the Public
8 Bill Committee will be brought to a conclusion on

. Thursday 26 February 2026.Q

Valerie Chairs Westminster Hall Debates

As a member of the Panel of Chairs I chaired three
debates in the Grand Committee Room on 13
January:1 That this House has considered the
potential merits of regulating airport drop-off
charges. 2 That this House has considered the impact
of the Arctic and High North on UK security. 3 That
| this House has considered the potential merits of
reforming Northern Ireland’s political institutions. @




Question on the Statement on West Midlands Police

Chief Constable Craig Guildford said information
through Copilot AI Chatbot contributed to the
decision to ban Maccabi Tel Aviv fans. I asked: “Is
the Home Secretary able to say who was the most
senior police officer who reviewed all the evidence—
8 Al or otherwise—and signed off the decision?” The
Home Secretary said the final decision on the W
Mids police’s recommendation to the safety advisory
group was from the chief constable.” @

Art Gallery for 75th Society of Artists Anniversar

X

Saturday 17 January 2026. The Walsall Society of
sl Artists was founded in 1949, with the aim to “help in
T SMLSE.  the work of beautifying the town”. The Annual
Exhibition is open until 15 February 2026. 1
encourage you to visit the exhibition on the ground
floor of the New Art Gallery where you can also vote
for your favourite work of art.®

I visited the exhibition at the New Art Gallery on
R =

-

Sentencing Bill: Consideration of Lords Amendments

The Bill returned to the Commons on 20 January. It
will make sentencing reforms in line with the
recommendations made by the Independent
Sentencing Review in May 2025. ‘Taking a victim-
centred approach’. The Government’s motion in lieu
{ of the Lords amendment, to create a statutory right
for victims to obtain free transcripts of sentencing
remarks within 14 days, passed without division @

Valerie Chairs Westminster Hall Debates

As a member of the Panel of Chairs, I chaired 2
debates in the Grand Committee Room, Westminster
Hall on 20 January The debates were:1. That this
House has considered cultural opportunities in
County Durham and 2. That this House has

\ considered ADHD diagnosis @




Walsall Academy Visits Parliament

It was good to meet Walsall Academy school with
Mr Collier who came to Parliament and were given
Bl a Tour and taken through Parliament’s work by the
i Education Centre. At the Q and A I answered
questions about my work and we discussed votes
for 16 and 17 year olds and access to digital
platforms for under 16s @

Treasury Questions

On Tuesday 27 January at Treasury questions which
were grouped around the topic of Business rates, I
asked the Minister: what assessment has the
Minister made of the impact on the small
independent high street bookshops? This is the
National Year of Reading; we want them to stay
open, not closed." Some of our bookshops are being
squeezed by the revaluation I wanted to draw this to
the Government’s attention. @

Holocaust Education Trust 2026

Holocaust Memorial Day on 27 January marks over 80
years since the liberation of the former Nazi
concentration and death camp, Auschwitz-Birkenau, in
| 1945. I signed the Book of Commitment, pledging my
I commitment to honouring the six million Jewish
people murdered during the Holocaust and Holocaust

| survivors. We also remember the Roma, Sinti,

. disabled people and gay and the political opponents of
i the Nazis.®

British Beauty Council Drop In
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At the drop-in, the key findings from the Value of
Beauty Report showed that in 2024 the industry
contributed £30 billion to the UK GDP growing 9%
faster than the overall UK Economy. Consumer
spending reached £32.4 billion an 8% increase year
on year. The sector supported £8.6 billion tax
revenues to the Treasury employing 697,000 people
" and beauty exports totalled £4.3billion in 2024. ®
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Diego Garcia Military Base and British Indian Ocean Territory Bill

The Commons considered Lords Amendments which
implements in UK law certain provisions of the
treaty signed in May 2025 between the UK and
Mauritius agreeing the status and future of the
Chagos Archipelago, including the joint US-UK
military base on Diego Garcia. The Lords
amendments were all defeated and the Bill goes to
a committee to consider the amendments. @

The first ever UK Town of Culture competition 2028
will celebrate the rich culture, history and identity of
towns in the UK. I spoke with Ian Murray MP,
Minister about the Leather Museum and showed him
the keyring I made at my recent visit to the
Museum. Over 3,000 people have signed a further
petition to save the Leather Museum in its current
site. ®

On 21 January as Co-Chair with Baroness Barbara
Keeley the APPG heard Music Education Reflections
from the Curriculum Assessment Review by Sophie
Lewis. Olga Fitzroy, Director, UK Music presented
Ideal Solutions for Cultural Touring Issues. Olga
said it was difficult to negotiate 27 different VAT
regimes and cultural exchange was important. The
meeting resolved to raise the issue with

Ministers. @

Opposition Day Debates

Conservative Party, the official opposition are
allocated days for their own choice of debate. To

@ date they have had their 15 and 16 allotted day;
topics were Jury Trials and Rural Communities, the
Chagos Islands deal and youth unemployment. The
motions were amended by the Government and
were defeated. @




